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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 6 and 7 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim can refer to other claims in the alternative only. 
See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 6 & 7 not been further treated on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 , 6, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ohi et 
al. (US 5,707,407). 

Regarding claim 1 , Ohi et al. disclose a molding for an electrolytic capacitor 
anode element having valve action metal layer (figure 3) which includes valve action 
metal powder (31) and binder resin (33), said molding comprising a region having resin 
(39) as its main component for protecting the valve action metal layer in at least one 
surface of the molding (column 5, lines 32-34). 

Regarding claim 6, Ohi et al. disclose the molding is a molding for an electrolytic 
capacitor anode element (figure 3). 

Regarding claim 7, Ohi et al. disclose the valve action metal powder is tantalum powder 
or niobium powder (column 1 , lines 64-65). 
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4. Claims 1-3 and 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Taniguchi et al. (US 5,349,496). 

Regarding claim 1 , Taniguchi et al. disclose a molding for an electrolytic 
capacitor anode element having valve action metal layer (figures 1 -3) which includes 
valve action metal powder (12) and binder resin (16b), said molding comprising a region 
having resin (18) as its main component for protecting the valve action metal layer in at 
least one surface of the molding (column 3, lines 50-51). 

Regarding claim 2,Taniguchi et al. disclose a molding with a substratum 
comprising a sheet-shaped substratum and a molding provided on the sheet-shaped 
substratum such that the molding can be separated, wherein: 

said molding has a protective layer (18) and a porous body forming layer; 

said protective layer has resin as a main component; and 

said porous body forming layer has valve action metal powder (1 2) and 

binder resin (16b). 

Regarding claim 3, Taniguchi et al. disclose the protective layer is present on the 
sheet-shaped substratum, and the porous body-forming layer is present on the 
protective layer (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 6, Taniguchi et al. disclose the molding is a molding for an 
electrolytic capacitor anode element (figure 1). 

Regarding claim 7, Taniguchi et al. disclose the valve action metal powder is 
tantalum powder or niobium powder (column 3, lines 32-35). 
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Regarding claim 8, Taniguchi et al. disclose the resin included in the protective 
layer as a main component comprises at least one selected from among the group of 
polyvinyl resin, polyvinyl acetal resin, butyral resin, and acrylic resin (column 5, lines 28- 
30). 

Regarding claims 9-10, Taniguchi et al. disclose all the claimed limitation 
discussed above with respect to claim 2. However the presence or process limitations 
in product claims, which product does not otherwise patentably distinguish over the prior 
art, cannot impart patentability to the product. The limitations of the molding with a 
substratum is wound into a reel or the molding with a substratum is slit is a process 
limitations. In re Stephens 145 USPQ 656 (CCPA 1965). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claims 4-5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

With respect to claim 4, the prior art alone or in combination does not teach the 
limitation of the adhesive strength between the protective layer and the porous body 
forming layer is greater than the adhesive strength between the sheet shaped 
substratum and the protective layer. 

With respect to claim 5, the prior art alone or in combination does not teach the 
limitation of the protective layer and the porous body forming layer were formed in a 
unitary manner by after forming a coated film on the sheet shaped substratum by 
coating a paint for the porous body forming layer that includes valve action metal 
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powder and binder resin, settling down said valve action metal powder in the coated 
film. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 11-15 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to claim 1 1 , the prior art alone or in combination does not teach the 
limitation of a production method for a molding with a substratum comprising a step for 
forming a protective layer having a resin as a main component on a sheet-shaped 
substratum, and a step for forming a porous body forming layer having valve action 
metal powder and binder resin on the protective layer, wherein the adhesive strength 
between the protective layer and the porous body forming layer is made to be greater 
than the adhesive strength between the substratum and the protective layer. 

With respect to claim 12, the prior art alone or in combination does not teach the 
limitation of a production method for a molding with a substratum comprising: a step for 
forming a coated film by coating a paint that includes valve action metal powder and 
binder resin on a sheet shaped substratum, and a protective layer having resin as a 
main component positioned on the surface of the porous body forming layer, by settling 
down the valve action metal powder in the coated film. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nguyen T. Ha whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1974. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30AM to 
6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-91 97 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
NGUYEN! HA 




